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INDIAN SCHOOL AL WADI AL KABIR
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH (2016-17 )
CLASS XII – HOLIDAY HOMEWORK

Q.1. Read the passage given below : 								12 
(1) Suspense was over when my high school results finally came out. But I was upset. I hadn’t done as well as I had expected. My father tried to console me. “Why are you worried ? You have done very well my dear.” “No, I haven’t, Baba,” I protested, controlling my tears, and wondering if I had disappointed him. “It doesn’t really matter,” he assured me. “Do you know what I got when I finished high school ?” I looked into Baba’s face and waited for the answer to his own question. “You know,” he told me. “I’ve never told you this. I got just a third division. But, look at me, I’ve done quite well.” Baba got a third division ! I was almost in shock, but the thought of my having done a lot better than that made me realize that I had no reason to complain. I certainly felt better ! “Everything is under control !” said Baba, smiling. That was his favourite phrase. Posted in Kolkata, my father was then a senior official in the Indian Railway Service, and an expert in goods traffic operations. He was soon to become a director with the Railway Board. By the time he retired in 1981, he was general manager of the Central Railways. By the time Baba passed away in November 2000, his name had found place in several hearts as well. He was open, easy to know, and full of life. We were extremely close, but I had so much more to learn about him from many things I came to know after his death. 
(2) In September 2000, he was in hospital for treatment of cancer and given just two months to live. When he found out, his reaction was an extremely rational one. He asked me to fetch files from his cupboard, so that he could explain the details of my mother’s pension. He also dictated his will from his hospital bed. “Everything is under control !” After Baba’s death, Satish, our old family retainer, was inconsolable. We tried to cheer him up. “Your Baba had scolded me only once in all these years !” he cried. Satish pointed to the watch on his left hand. “I had been coming late for work and everyone in the family was complaining about it,” said Satish. “Then, one day, your Baba gave me this watch and told me, ‘now that you have a watch, you can’t be late’.” That was the scolding Satish received. On the fourth day after Baba’s death, my sister and I had to perform a ceremony. Since several relatives were expected, we decided to order lunch from a caterer in our locality, reputed for his home cooked food. But, when we went to pay the owner, we got a surprise. He refused to accept any money ! “When I wanted to start my catering business, it was your father who lent me money,” he told us. It seems Baba never asked for it back. Now, after four or five years, the caterer wanted to repay that debt. Of course, we made him accept the full payment for the fine food and service. ‘It was Baba’s gift and it ought to remain so,” I told him.
(3) Some days later, there was yet another piece of information as we were preparing for the main ceremony. Vikram, my brother drove me to the local market. On recognizing our car, the parking assistant, in his twenties, came running towards us and asked why he had not seen its owner for long. We had to break the news to him and to our utter surprise, he started crying. We were really surprised by this reaction from a stranger – until the man told us that Baba used to pay his daughter’s school fees and buy her books. It seems, it was on my father’s advice that he’d even started sending the child to school. More than three years after Baba’s death, as we were looking into Baba’s personal things, we came across an old file with Baba’s certificates and I found among them, his high school diploma from 1937, the one he’d told me about 30 years earlier, about the third division that had made no difference in his life or career. It had made me see beyond mere marks and first classes as the main road to success. But there was one more fact. Baba had actually got a first division, a rare achievement in his day. Today, years after his passing, when I think of Baba, I see a man who was able to sympathise with others so easily and touch their lives in such a special way. 
1.1 On the basis of your understanding of the passage answer the following questions by choosing the most appropriate options. 								1 × 4 = 4 
(a) Why was the narrator in tears when her school results came out ? 
(i) She did better than she expected. 
(ii) She did not do as expected. 
(iii) Her Baba had not done well. 
(iv) Her Baba had done better than her. 
(b) On knowing the result, how did the narrator’s father react ? 
(i) He scolded her.
 (ii) He beat her. 
(iii) He consoled her. 
(iv) He made fun of her.
(c) Why did the narrator say that she had nothing to complain ? 
(i) She had done better than her father. 
(ii) She had done as well as her father. 
(iii) She had topped in her school. 
(iv) She had not worked hard at all. 
(d) Choose the option that is not correct. 
(i) Baba was a senior official in the Indian Railway Service.
 (ii) Baba was to become a director with the Railway Board. 
(iii) Baba was the general manager of the Central Railways. 
(iv) Baba had got a third division in high school
 1.2 Answer the following : 							1 × 6 = 6
 (a) Why did the narrator’s sick father want her to fetch files from his cupboard ? 
(b) Why did Baba buy Satish a watch ? 
(c) Why did the caterer not want to take money from the narrator ? 
(d) Why were the narrator and her brother surprised on meeting the parking assistant ?
 (e) Today years after his passing away what has the narrator realized about her Baba ?
 (f) What was the story that Baba had invented on the day the narrator’s results were published ? 
1.3 Find words from the passage that mean the same as the following : 			1 × 2 = 2
 (i) tension/anxiety (para 1) 
ii) servant (para 2)
2. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow : 			10 
(1) As dusk falls the neon lights of the jewellery shops in Bowbazaar come alive but the lights have no effect on the face of Mahadeo Yadav who is seated on the footrest of his rickshaw that is parked by the road, feeling very sad. He is sitting on his feet, hugging his knees to keep himself warm in the biting cold, so weakened and lifeless as if he had been dead for days without anyone noticing. 
(2) Who would after all notice a rickshaw puller, to check whether he is breathing or not ? Yet when the same rickshaw puller goes about his work pulling his rickshaw like a horse, he becomes the most noticed man in Calcutta. He makes a great subject for photographers, writers and film-makers. He is the symbol of poor Calcutta. Many a famous actor has pulled the rickshaw in films set in the city. 
(3) Calcutta is said to have about 6000 rickshaw pullers running on its roads, running mostly in its old neighbourhoods. They have something in common apart from their poverty. All of them come from the country side. All of them wear the lungi to work, perhaps for better movement. Almost all of them are elderly; I am yet to see a young man hand pulling a rickshaw. It can be a sad sight to watch a man almost as old as your father struggling his way through the roads dressed only in a vest and a lungi and often barefoot. 
(4) Mahadeo Yadav, the rickshaw puller is in his seventies and has been pulling the same rickshaw in and around Bowbazaar for fifty years. For him, fifty years, half a century is not an achievement, but merely the time that has passed ever since he came to Calcutta to earn a living.
 (5) He lives all alone in Calcutta, in a room in a nearby lane, paying a monthly rent of fifty rupees. He is out with his rickshaw between three in the afternoon and ten at night, sometimes earning sixty or seventy rupees a day and sometimes nothing. Every month without fail he sends ` 300 to his wife back home, and once every year visits her. “I will pull the rickshaw as long as I can”, he says, “this is my only source of livelihood. These days I tire easily. Sometimes my feet hurt and sometimes my back. But do I have a choice ?” He answers all my questions without looking at me even once, but continued to stare ahead blankly, his arms folded around his knees. I take a good look at his rickshaw : the two – the rickshaw and the rickshaw puller – make quite a pair.
2.1 Choose the correct alternatives from the options given below : 			1 × 2 = 2 
(a) A rickshaw puller is noticed only when he 
(i) acts in a film.
 (ii) becomes a subject for photographers. 
(iii) sits all alone. 
(iv) is old and tired.
 (b) Pick out the statement which is not true.
 (i) Most rickshaw pullers are old. 
(ii) The rickshaw pullers earn very little. 
(iii) Many renowned actors are rickshaw pullers.
 (iv) They are neglected by people. 
2.2 Answer the following questions :							 1 × 6 = 6 
(a) Why does Yadav “stare ahead blankly” ? 
(b) Why are rickshaw pullers known as the icons of poor Calcutta ? 
(c) Which instance tells you that Yadav loved his family ? 
(d) Where does Yadav stay ? 
(e) What comparison does the writer draw between the rickshaw and its puller ? 
(f) What do the rickshaw pullers have in common ? 
2.3 Pick out words from the passage that mean the following : 				1 × 2 =2
(a) well-known   (para 2) 
(b) income          (para 5) 
 3. An inter- class drama competition is to be held in St. Stephens School, Visakapatanam. As Akash, Head Boy of the school draft a notice to be put up on the notice board inviting entries. Provide all necessary information in about 50 words. 							4 
4. You have cleared your IIT Entrance Exam and so want to sell off the reading material you have with you. Write an advertisement to be placed in the ‘For Sale’ columns of a local daily giving all details of the material you have with you in not more than 50 words. You are Mohan/Mohini. Contact No. 9811111111. 											4
5. You are Ketan Panday of 63, Civil Lines, Delhi. You saw an advertisement in ‘The Hindu’ for the post of accountant in a reputed firm. Write an application in 120-150 words to the area manager of Gayatri Consultants, 2, Barakhamba Road, New Delhi, giving your detailed biodata.			6
 6. You are Ravikant, sports teacher of Sunshine Public School, Karol Bagh, Delhi. A month ago you placed an order for the supply of a few sports goods. So far you have not received the goods. Write a letter in 120-150 words to the Sales Manager, Olympic Sports F-12 Darya Ganj, Delhi requesting a speedy delivery of the goods. 									6
7. You are Dikshit, a sportsman, You are worried about the decreasing interest of students in sports and games. Write an article in 150-200 words to be published in a magazine on the need for sports and games. You are Amit/Anita. Use the hints given below. 10 • sitting most of the time • excessive use of internet • most don’t walk to the school • more importance to examination results .		10
8. The rising prices of essential commodities make life difficult for the common man. As a concerned citizen write an article in 150-200 words on ‘Rising Prices’. Suggest solutions to solve this problem. You are Amit/Anita.											10
9. THE INVISIBLE MAN -  Students have to prepare Powerpoint Presentations( individual work) on the following chapters:
Roll Nos. 1-5    	chapters 1 to 3
Roll Nos. 6-10 	chapters 4 to 6
Roll Nos. 11-15 	chapters 7 to 10
Roll Nos. 16-20 	chapters 11- 13
Roll Nos. 21-25 	chapters 14- 16
Roll Nos. 26-30 	chapters 17-19
Roll Nos. 31-35 	chapters 20-22
Roll Nos. 36-40 	chapters 23- 25
Roll Nos. 41-45 	chapters 26,27 and Epilogue
*** Please note that all written work is to be done in English Note books. Date of Submission – 2/8/16
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