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¢ main aim is to be a
Grandmaster but be-
fore that my fint aim

ix the candidate master title, said

12-year-old Indian School Wadi Ka

bir student Jijo Joy, who has already
made a name for himself globally in

chess

Having discovered his passion for
chess at the age of six. he enrolled
himself in the International Chess
Academy of Oman when he was
nine. Since then Jijo has honed his
skills and shown the world what he
is capablo of in terms of the game

“I am o chess player with a stand
and FIDE rating of 1970 | have
played around 20 FIDE tourna
ments and some rapid and btz
tournaments in many countries”™
he said explaining that FIDE stands
for World Chess Federtion, which
is recognised by the International
Olympic Committee

Jijo has already managed to bag
a considermble amount of respect
for his handwork and skill from fel-
Jow chess players after his constant
achievements and unstoppable win

ningspree

*In 2015, [ was placed third in the
Under-16 category at the 22nd Abu
Dhabi Chess festival tournament. In
2016, 1 was finst in the Under-11 at
the Robert Fischer Memorial Chess
Tournament. In 2017, 1 won the first
U-16 in Spain and was third in the
Qatar gas tounament” Jijo added
that he has participated and won nu
merous chess towrnaments locally
in Oman as well, i ive of the

strong rank, ensuring that not too
many people are better than him
in the game, especially in his home
country, India

“As per September FRL, [ am the
firstinU-12 Keralaand hold the 17th
rank in India” He added, "My rating
went up from 1647 to 1970 (323) in
this very short penod, making me
one of the best increase mtings in
the world for the same period (July
to August 2017)°

Inorder to reach his ultimate goal
of b a Grand; rand re-

nge category.

“T have played in many tourna-
ments in Ibri, Salalah, Seeb, Ruwi,
and Sohar” Jijo doesn't just have a
strong FDE mting but also holds a

ceiving the candidate master title
before that, Jijo needs an FIDE mat-
ing of 2200. "My rating now is 1970
s0 1 want a good individual coach
and the opportunity to play many
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classical FIDE rated towrnaments
to reach my aim.” He added, "At pre-
sent there are no classical tourna-
mentsin Oman”

Since he started pursuing chess
sixyears g, for the first three yoars,
Jigo learnt the techniques and prac-
ticed the skills on his own.

His parents along with some help
from local clubs in Oman, have been
supporting him all along but after
having proved his talent time and
time again, it has become clear that
he is a level above and is capable
playing chess professionally.

World renowned players such as
Vishwunathan Anand and others
have vouched for histalent

“To fulfil my dream, 1 have to
play many good tournaments to in
crease my ratings, [ also need indi-
vidual coaching and thus long term
financial  support  (sponsorship)
Without sponsorship [ cannot fulfil
my dream.” said the 12 year-chess
champion.

— shruthi@timesofoman.com
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Oman’s chess prodigy’s unstoppable winning spree

‘My main aim is to be a Grandmaster but before that my first aim
is the candidate master title, said 12-year-old Indian School Wadi
Kabir student Jijo Joy, who has already made a name for himself
globally in chess. Having discovered his passion for chess at the age
of six, he enrolled himselfin the International Chess Academy of
Oman when he was nine. Since then Jijo has honed his skills and
shown the world what he is capable of in terms of the game. “I am
a chess player with a standard FIDE rating of 1970. I have played
around 20 FIDE tournaments and some rapid and blitz tourna-
ments in many countries,” he said.>A4,
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a
played on an 8x8 grid with 64 black
lostin

yes — agame of strategy
3 if one wishes to

he queen protects the lang and the final goal Isto
capture the opp kng 1t 15 also game of tact
that requires one to play with a calm and composed
Inird. making sure to make the right choices and

sintercept his opponents moves to make the final

Check. Mate
{ Sanely Tanakower. the famously known chess

urnalst and author once sad. “The winner of
gnl game s the player who makes the next to-last
and making very few m what a

2 year o4 boy from Muscat 15 doing, He 15 now
Buovuity but steadly clmbing the ladder to someday
®ecome the nen Grand Master

ess at the tender
of six after his unc
introduced him to the
f’amc He easlly grasped
he working of thé game
and quickly built interest
and developed his own
tactics Before his parents
knew it, he was competin
and winning in local game:
and tournaments In his
community and school.

Jijo first started playi
c Erags
e

T ARy M T O T T

1o Joy. ttudying in grade 7 in Indian School Wadi
Kabir has gained the attention of those in Oman and
abroad vath his impressive gameplay and knack for
chess ot such a young age

Like some of his peers, Jijo loves swimming and
resding books in his spare ime but 1t 15 chess that
Tl s utteely indove with

Jijor tirst started playing cheas at the tender age
of six ofter his uncle introduced him 1o the game He
wastly grasped the working of the game and quickly
bt interest and developed his own tactics Before
his parents koew It he s competing and winning
and tournaments in his community

in bocal goune
and school

S parents saw a unigue skall n i and st
like any other respansible parent, they think it s
thetr pighttul duty to support and encouraged him
do even bonter in s hobtly The Joys are going all
the way supporting thelr son even when he dectdes
10 g0 profesional

takha o smother sad “Wawshi lor allparentsio
ook o thear chuddren s talents and extracurnicular

Ayoung man's

journey to
ecoming a

grand master

actraties and to support and encourage them to
pursuo their dreams”
With Jyo's talent inthesr mind. Rakhy

Chess Festival under-16 Championship where he went
onto win third place 1n his age group
A J fi tofthe

cnrolled him into professional chess training at the
International Chess Academy in Muscat at the age of
nine There was no doubt about his immense talent
as not long after, Jijp was compeling at international
tournaments and making a name for himself in tho
intornational arena amongst the other clite chess
players

Jijos played his first international tournament at
the young age of 10 at the 22nd Abu Dhabt International

D )
games and drew two, leaving him unbeaten at his first
international competition Earlier in the year. he came
first at the XVIII Obert Internacional de Fifueres Miquel
Mas 2017, an international chess competition hosted
in Spain

Jijo shared that other than the incredible support
that his parents provided hum, there were many others
along the way that continue to help him n order to
achieve his goals He is indebted and thankful to his
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Jijo playing with former world
champion Garry Kasparov

Jijo playing with Omani player
Al Ansi Amin in Spain 2017

coach Ismail Karim at the International Cocos
Academy of Oman who not only encouraged
but has been gwding hum for the past three y 3
enabling Jijo to reach the great heights that he has
achieved today

He was appreciative of | hool
teachers fur their suppor 1k 3
traiung and competitions ensuring he 15 able to

compete wathout hampering hus education

Other than the Incredible support from his
parents and coach. there were many other
supporters that came out of their way o ensure
Jjo's dreams come true

Inorder toimprove his performance and achieve
a huigher FIDE rating, Jijo needs 1o compete outside
of Oman as the country currently does not host
classical tournaments He also need to train for
high calibre scientific chess tramungs all of which
requires a large financial backing

To support the family and help Jijo. companses
like Khimyi Ramdas Luxury & Lifestyle supported
Jijo at his last inte level competition in
Barcelona, Spain Some of hus other v
have been Malabar Gold, Badr Al Sama, Habib Salam
Electricals, the Indian School Eoard of Direc: nd
the Indian Social Club (Kerala Wing) who have stood
beside Jyo, supporting hus talent and ensuring he
reach his goals

Currently. Jyo has a FIDE (World Chess
Federation) ranking 15 1966 and as of this October,
he holds the 17th rank 1n India and st 1n his state
of Kerala This talented young mans short term
goals include becomung a ‘Candidate Master’ which
1s achieved by scoring an Elo rating of 2200 or
more, and like other chess professionals, Jijo 1s also
working hard towards reaching the ultimate and
someday conquering the title of ‘Grand Master’ — a
title that is awarded 1o cutstanding chess players by
the FIDE. apart from being a World Champion. thisis
the highest title one can attain in chess

Once achieved. the Grand Master title 1s held for
lfe

“There Is no shortcut to success”, says Jijo, who
beheves that through hard work, intensive tramning
and support from his well wishers he would one day
make a name for himself and hold the glorious title
of Grand Master




